derof :22-¥¢éar-o d'.‘
Short, whose mutxlated body

cant lot.in’ southwestern Los
Angeles Wednesday mon_ung‘u,

woman: said, e
deserlptlo < Of.3
haued vic kn-—u

was. found -dumped in-a vaa: .

lite last .night tha.t the 'g‘lrl

Sts. bus terminel, sobb g.
with terror.

The policewoman said the girl
told her she had just run into &
former boyfriend, who once had’
threatened to “kill her if he éver
found her with another man.” She'
had left him that day.

Mrs. McBride, who at first be- :
lieved the-girl ‘who appealed for:

aid ‘was Elizabeth; was not as cer- -

- as
orking in 8 naval hospital there,
said . Mrs. Short. .
4T Just can't believe my daugh-

fingerprints which the IBI had
on: record from .Sept. 1943, when
ted In Santa

Camp Oooke pogt exchange neo.r )
Santa Barbara and wafdl pxcked upf

the .Santa Barbara pollee ‘depart- |/
ment took the.girt to. her- -own ||
.with her: . for . nine J;

Biide, told-homicide investigators .

‘ Miss Unke

.8 rose tattooed on

€8
exactly with" that M
coroner’s office here
found Wednesday i
Norton Ave. between} 3
Coliseum St. - <25
Yesterday an

died,. then

butchered ol
‘Dr. Frederick D Newbm,.chiet

autopsy surgeon, listed ;

‘face’
and hea@ wounds after-exan Y
the bodg Hmexaminlngj




slaying of

U gEithern California police officers last

‘| other unsolved San Diego sex crimes. .

even San Diégo v

mad butcher murder of Elizabeth Short, 22, whose body was io;}gq here W

night noted the striking similarity be

hovnd o

mediately feared that San Diego’s
sadistic woman killer, already be-

lieved responsible for at least
seven unsolved murders,- was on
the prowl again. '

times.
~ While still

was a sexual sadist whose crimes cally slain.
X ’ There was

fncreased in brutality.

. - - -|fore the sex
#-By studying the records of un-|Then, on the
. solved' cases, they conjectured|1934, police

t- Miss Short, who worked and| Adams dead,

=D

" K atring “of unsolved “crimes.

10-year-old 8

e

X
.

nApril 25.of thé same year,|tied to .the

jously - beaten after first being | trees. :
et -7 | - /Before the
weeks - later, Hazel Brad-|sadist struck

- Offi in ity im-®" - @
icers in the border eity im-" . o4 ; the Indian Village, Balboa
Park. She had been stabbed 17 attending & movie.. .

three murders, police were called | the  entire. police 'adm:
. “|to. the apartment of Maud Det-|was replaced, but still ‘nc

For 15 years, police and psychol- | wiler, . attractive divorcee. She,| the mad slayer were fo

ogists have agreed that the killer | too, had been raped and sadisti-| Next, and perhaps mo

“fived in-San Diego, could well be |following & similar pattern to the|in La Jolla,

the mad Killer's ‘latest victim—in | first thrie crimes. p» " _fi .. |along thefmoan

tie, most brutal crime df them all.|.- 4 :month later, San. D! gi: ]v;:s

g D C shocked by one of the most.baf-

. began in Feb., 1931, when Virginia | fling of auy sex crime cases, Hang-
gleitl; was  ing . from - tiee on. B -

~aer body, trusseéd in a gun-| Louise “Téuber,. 17-year-ol
k* was found months later.| = A -rope around her:neck was

£ body of Dolly Bibbens, attrac- {but an sutopsy indicated she had }
- tiffe, well-to-do-widow, was found | been raped “and ‘murdered else- | and slashed. _ .3
her apartment. She had been|where, before - belng :t'iedb;,to .the|~ But the most™vi

) vee: cagain, o -l s
shaw, eautiful . 22-year-old tele-| - Celia .Cota, 16-year-old high | sected body was ‘discov
phorie ~operator; - was- found mur- school beauty, was murdered just | Wednesdayi' /. ." 3 i

before she entered her home after.

i .She had been raped .S
o . .| times, tortured and.strangleds
investigating these| Soincensed was San:Diegy

. . cular in the series, was the-b

a three year lull be- | murder of Miss Ruth M T,

fiend struck again. |side YWCA. secretary.

morning of Mazth 4, | ter of a.prominent Pho

found Mrs. Wesley | er. e 3

the victim of 4 killer | Visiting her vacationing;par
Miss - Mulr

‘known a‘murder intwhic
victim's head ‘was B0:hy;
beaterd _She, too, had

limbs of :two trees,

N A all—and . perhaps N
.summer ended, the |series—was the  murder
Ll Short, whose .mutilated@=s

. :.\,‘\




Garnea ..

Berbo ...

Fardon .




[ -eth Broke and Hungdry™

Puaring Stay in Hollywood

¥ Jobs were few and money was,bronchitis * gufferer and’ once

scarce for Elizabeth Short dur-
ing her residence at a Hollywood
hotel last year, two youths and
\rthe hotel's clerk told police last
‘night. : )

underwent a chest. operation.

iywhen Beth and the other .

two girls checked oub of the
hotel last October,” the clerk
added, “they piled “their bag-
gage in the short, dark man’s.
car and drove oft.” '

Cosigp and Leyes rememberdit 2

of Elfabeth’s two TOOMMENS)g51, they had had with the t}iree

_out to " dinner, they always
i asked us if they might bring
Beth along,” Costa recalled

said the kid was broke

and hungry” -
“Leyes ndded that the three
;. worked ' as
Short was always get-
id in her rent,? James
clefts at “the  hoted
red. «“Whenever she
a short, dark ut

girls yhen Elizabeth asked t§ he

{excus pecause “ner hair'ne ded
another henna rinse.”
—

- id.th} victim of the
ndish tortur slaying last
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_ ﬁ?ce Memom,zdum .- NH‘ED STA’L)S GOVERNMENT .

a‘l’mmm.“

DATE: Jgnuary 17 1947

- 1£. golson
r . Al TR
r, Clegg

oLLs ,B' NICHOLS : -

T Mé",‘ TOLSON

fox

A d

: ._IDENTIFIC’ATION OF ELIZABETH SHORT i R ————

At 62 10 p.m. yesterday I received a call ,fron_?‘.'i.‘.‘“éﬂz‘n"”—-—
of the Los Angeles Times. He stated he was inquiring i ourm
47 egarding: our tdentzfzcatzon of the murdered girl found in Los
f,Angeles ‘day- before yesterday, that the Los Anoeles Erxaminer had sent her
. ;prznts ‘to Washington via wirephoto and that the Bureou had identified .
"j "the girl and informed the Examiner an nd the Los Angeles police. I told
.t ;-him this ‘was correct, that we had made the identification, that since it
" "“involved a local case any further comment would have to come from the
‘ Chief of Police. fe asked for the girl 's name and I told him.--He was \

‘ﬁuery qppreczattve. . 10 AL

£ 7:00 p. m.* of INS called. He asked ifowe o

‘ve them a statement at 9 o0 'elock, as he would be smack in- the -
y had received a previous inquiry from the Herald "Empres§

3pery and,he‘had-deliberatel,yw,dgg_ljp_gq to_answer this

very. embarrasszna un jed somethi

Angeles Bureau ‘was making Ingy zry regdz'dzng
‘Ezxaminer had the full details, the Tihes had‘b
ined that ‘United Press had a similar. inq'usry.::
:I"zssvled the following statement to INS, .whichziwa
8t 8:55- and to. UF at 9:05. All were apprecmtzu& y

< aag

o '.!-J, Edgar Hofver, Director of the FBI armounced~
prznts sent to the 4BI by wire photo of an unzdent‘ifzed m r
: wﬁ € ’bﬂdy,.was. €ocated by local ‘authorities in Los A
g n-hf d e %earched through the fingerprmt Sile
gfb s

_eon’ (gzn e ‘104 million sets of fingerprint A,':”,
The. f ' ':%aken by, Los Ange es Polzce, ‘wer
mitied. "to_ Washingion by the Lo geles Ezaminer today ovel
.i11ties .of theé fnternatio Hfews -Photos. Upon receip”:

gton they werTe delivere) to. _the FBI Identifzcatzo
resenﬁ'btue dj‘ the,Los Angeles f GA

esa

e‘[’zl

. earc them” ‘fhrqug&dzgp ezﬁ

rprm-l: e

e of the . fingerpri
oke, California,
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TO: —Director

Mr. Edward Tamm
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—Mr. Glavin

—Mr. Ladg

Mr. Nichols

——-Mr. Rosen

—Mr. Tracy -
—Mr. Harbo

Mr. Hendon

——Mr. Jones

Mr. Nease

—Migs Gandy
ﬁisonnel Files Section
: ecords Section b’lc/

~

See Me For Appropriate Action
Send File Note and Return

Clyde Tolson



\)l\ ’oj‘ the local Hearst bureadt, which represents the Los £

- able to id

... anybody, “that ¥ the

o ot

ﬂmmum.“ ﬂ
- - \

"O’]ﬁce ' Memomndum o UNITED STA PO

DATE: January

21, 194
i

TO : Mr. Tolgon

: / ‘ i iz, Tolsone
FROM : Lo Bc NiChOls . . v gﬁg

S & ) /
SUBJECT: IDENTIFICATION OF ELIZABETH SHORT e O

M Tbo recount the happenings on Thursday, Jenuary 16,
(/involving the identification of Elizabeth Short and the
P

EEngUELLEEE TR

ossible interest of’of the Los Angeles Times,
I wish to advise as follows: Vuy e b

d | SKortly after 10 G.m. ON the morning Of January 16,

ngazTes .
Ezaminer, called and related the murder and stated that in cooperagiion .
with the Los Angeles Police the Los Angeles Ezgminer was sending the -
fingerprints of the girl to Washington vid Internation
vire service. They were sending them at considerable cost anc
soon gs they arrived S o sked if we could check them. I:
the arrangements pith Mr. Quinn Tomm in Ident. 7 T

N s ...The_pictures arrived al ‘_approzi:mate:ly,{ 11.0 c1¢
Pamm called me on the phone and stated that he doub
y the prints since two of the fi
sivirely ond, thESSLBIACE
~they. gj_i;n"m'akingf‘r‘eféi"éngg_g i
_ better if. hey  had better impressior :
back and told him that we were

Would be much better if he could have @ fu
transmitted and if the transmission cou
. - G ' jooe v

i; !

-

At approzimately 1:30-peme
Angeles Times .called Quinn Tamn and in BmY absence was Té€J
ur. Jones. @ eferted to the unidentified girl’al
that she had g Wire from her paper furnishing the fingerprin
fication.... ..Jones told \thot it would be eT

L Ficult o ddentify o set of fingerpTints with only. the f3
classificationzand of course with no na ‘ ' .

cation me. “However, Ur..Jo

he would check’ on the matter. Mr. ‘ ' ’

informed him of the search that wag
heg 0 :

o " Ihe identification i
and the full details were Jurn
Eraminer. Obuidusly, from a.,n

enterprise and initiative had”

a.cie

course was entitled to such pgg};?@t
that time we decided thalt we ‘bould

_“them to the:Los Angeles e
It was aldo decided if they d
call them: S e




Memorandum to. Mr. Tolson

At 5:40

‘in

called Mr. Jones' office and/Mr.

: Jones absence talked to Superviso and also gave
' the fingerprint classification. stated he would get
hold of Mr, Jones and have him col back. Mr. Jones was
out and was unable to get hold of Mre es until
d at that time alled

shortly after 6 o'clock, an

and stated that another

- back. On this occasion he was perturbed
paper had received a reply, that it looked like the Bureau wWa$8
playing favorites and indicated that he was being given a Tun-
around. At this moment Mr. Jones comeé in. Mr. Jones talked to

him and told him I was h
ance with my instructions, then referred
Fhen alled he obviou
immediately went into a
being given a run-groun
was, stating that his pa

~

per had a dea
T told him the scoreé simply was
which he in tur
story, had furniahed the fingerprin
geg«@gde;thpuidﬁﬂtificaticn,ﬂtbat.8
‘f&jﬁié??ﬁ??ﬁd_g"ﬁé?pp6ﬁiﬁ%3§y§§§

tAngeles. He was very gracious @
then asked for the girl's name
names This satisfied him completely.

Examiner,

T noted in the LoS Angeles T
stated that the Times had been informed
by the FBI after the Times had sent the
to Washington. '

~ Shortly before 6 o'clock INS ha
AngeleS'Herald Erpress8e. They. of course v
the developments in the case by

is a day Hearst paper

e

~0'clock that evenin
ut o short s
he Examine
d a call f

- At about 7’
would give ©
tect him since t
I receive

-gtreets
the Los Angel
I told the AP that I
I then issued a short state
issued a short statement to them o
is attached, included in my memorandum O

e Y el D

nd to t

e has the reputati
" his shoulder. I would not be the

.Jnotfprgtéﬁt against»qdr handling.

andling the matter.

sly had @ chip ©

n had mentioned b
ts to us by
since it wos o l1oC
tithesPplice :
t this pdih%
and I furnis

imes story that
of the 1
fingerprint classification

d & query
ere full

and INS stalled on mg

tatement around 9 o'clock

f January 17.

least bit surpri
of. the mqttqf

Jones, in accord-
o my office.
n his shoulder and he
alled Jones and was
what the score

Mr.

dline to make.

that the Los Angeles

y name as having the -
‘wire photo, that we
al case it.was
“pepartment; 17 LY SRR
and -

thanked me. .
hed him with the girlfs‘
‘the Times
ty of the girl

denti

from the Los

y informed as_to
the Herald Express

king any reply. 5

T

callga me

r would then be on the Re
rom the AP, advising that
er had the story.
. them back.

AP back and ¥

he UP. The statement issued

rfying_a chiéibﬁx.
i sed that he might

o not think. he

on. of ca




I " Memorandum to Mr. Tolson | - .

smear campaign of 194 exhibited an unfriendly attitude
b toward the Eurealu. Fith my recollection gerving me -correctly, I
was informed comfidentially that at one of the AG's press confer=
ences asked questions indicating an umfriendly“dttitude

" toward e Bureau.
|
|

1

!

?
| has a leg to stand on since the Examiner was entitled to the pro-
i! (jtection-that they had. I recall very distinctly that during the
"

1




P L TR

} ll
newspaper in.Las ‘bee: ing. so mich publi.city to. S
: this case,.tbat. ‘ths llayor of Los~Ang ; o call ¥r. Hood this
afternoon and request Buresu a.ssiatance ‘in- this investigati.on. CMr. -
Hood steted he-was sure
" actual’ investigati.on in this case’ but
hich ‘could be: rendered, ,
ely. that he-

the Mayor } knew the Bureau could conduct mo.. .
ask. or whatever asaistance

PRV
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- - L-40

- __ERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION
ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST.
) Laboratory Work Sheet .
RECCRDED u . _ ~1 -
2-18-417 b’\ EXPEDITE
“ire answer 4iil
Re: ELIZAFETH SHORT File #
INFORMATION CONCERNING Lab. #. PC-19200 BN

Exemination requested by: Eos Angeles (62~2928)

2-18-47 b/l(/

Date of reference communication: let 2-13-47 Date received:

Examination requested:

—

Result‘of Examination: Examination by:




by i ) \
RS - q

: - - - L-40
- e - '}..ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
) 4ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST. .-
Laboratory Work Sheet
RECORGED . -
HH?,lg/ EXPEDITE
- b ¥ire Apswer 111 S
Re: SLIZABETH SHORT File #
TEFORMATICR CINCEAKING Lab. #. PC=19260 BR
Exauination requested by: les Angeles (62-2928)
Date of reference communication: let 2-13-47 Date received: 2=18=47 b(p

Examination requested: Bierv. — bﬂp
Result of Examination: Examination by:-

P

Specimens submitted for examination

e m e ——r 4 e SRt e T 8 T [

/o g P

[}

1 58APRS. 194/
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_ A Oon thi iﬁ ii the Iﬁil of J anu? there was an awfy
us
b whom everybody used 10 C e 014 Poljceman -
\ _has 1ived there for a lo time. I was told that
- keéard it all -~ the terrible obscene
: language e man wWzs usﬁ' and the woman scre%i—

/4
pv4

“-—’ - '1.';;.
‘ : o !s Angeles,13, Ca!!olﬂa
0 v _ Feb,I5, 1947
J «Edgar Hoover,
Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington.D oCo

'Dear Sirj-

I had occasion once before 1o write you - April 10,194
and feel impressed to do &0 again now. That other was a perso
matter; this one is of grave public importance which is being

.__ _grossly neglected - if not abetted - by the police.

1w reported it to | He at
- once called policemen., We ve - 1 was told « came and took old

covered with blood - to jail. Lateh g ambulance came
. to get the gikl's body. Tt was all cut up and A€ 1y mutilatec
. Her mouth cut from ear to ear. The JSQ¥S ) , When

she saw it, The next morning the bolyLo* : agl Me Q
found dumped out into a lot-on Norton.
was let out by the sheriff
as though nothing had happened, He's been going and coming ever
since - so I'm told - and the second murder in LeAe. within the

past week - Feb.,IOth- has all the earmarks of his dirty worke.

v

Now, I do not know whether or not this matter/has bee
taken care of by any investigators. The police appear AO be dois
nothing in regard to it. Maybe no one has reported-itffor fear
of the police -~ as they already know all aboub it g been
here twelve strong that night of B.D's murder., She
few minmutes before they got here, The first pap
mentioned a $I0,000 reward involved. u o
; &
ortal or of

- We women are beginning to live in
these: conditions that are happening around us, for this corner
. was once a highly respected ne hborhood. We have no place 1o
" move to, and cammol get oute has been involved befor
in other questionable affairs. &ve could gi
evidence in regard to this matter ?
Sl S— TNena many T G0 not o
.by name. The matter is being hushed up. Everybody is afraid of
the police. I am giving you this information in case you have n
been informed. L.A.needs cleaning up. If, the matter is being
taken care of - to your knowle - please drgp the matter here
'If notj I would like to see pickéd Mp.aigopc
te 18 io have until the ISth, » TuesGam egro-teav: J o2l N
¢/ - (If you should ans %r
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m. iy 4

EIIZAGETH SHORT
THFORMATION CONCERRING

Reference is mads @ of February 28, 1947, sub= D4
nitting the fingerprints of , connection with the
above-sntitled matter, your .

You are advised that the fingerprints submitted were campared
nmmwgwummmmuﬂ:
the instsut case, but mo 1aantifications ware affectods

A search of the fingwrprinta of QIR wough the DwreRws
21100 has failed to discloss any priar record for this

main fingerprint
individuale

Engy
-




60183

~ wEDERAL BUREAU "OF INVESTIGATION .
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE S

pate recorded: 3=b=hT 12:00 HNCON

. ' Single Fingerprint Report

Case:  zE: HLIZABETH SHORT h’l‘) Number: 62-82627-F% b
INFORMATION CONC

N l./
susPYCT 1

Specimens:  Finserprints of susgect, é submitted for comparison

—_— with the unidentified latents ih this case.

Efamination requested by: SAC, Los Anveles
Date received: 3-4-47 ‘ b10

pate of reference communication: 2-28=417

Examination requested: Fingerprint yﬂ

-

Result of examination: Examination by ¢
2 . < ,Q,W-?\
ol G dede Y
-WJ““‘7‘

= SFP-27







... _FEDERAL 'SUREAU OF INVESTIGATINN
- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT

—— - - -

OF Jut JE .

TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

- /\U
Transmit the fél)owing.messa.ge to:
™S8, guzmm! SBORT, AKA DAR

INPORNATION CONCERNIN. ERYEL TODAY. WAR FSPAE

Lt

o ; - m
.. 938 NOV18 1964

”

rcu:HAL BUREAU OF TWVEST. A 1Cu
- U.s. DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE
" GOMMUAIGATIONS SECTION




Sort- is being submitted
%o the Office of Origin.
, NS
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-‘On February. 18;
., advised me- tha;
HER HJWRON on
on with the murder case in‘which EL
-this individual ‘was’ mur
'Black Dahlia" caseg




, ce in the investigation' This is true, p.s ‘we have made recgrds‘ .
ilable’ o the local officers which they were not in a position to: obtain‘
“have ‘rendered them assistance i in contacti.ng the . Veterans Burea )

. and other similar organizationa. No' actual investigation:
: he murder case and nome is contempla ywanted me -
to‘know that 3£ the Mayor did make any. . statement & t. the Bureau's pa.rtici—
o in this case that it was entirely the Mayor's and over the objection

(J tcnmstan es’ ing- that ‘night - give the app
“to it on- to this ‘Bureadu.’ ‘He*stated that the Mayo
n. him his ju.dgment._i

,'emnrex: ofore. ths law eriforesnent offlcers arrived snd had 4hé of

k)

sion before the officers . “and’ throughout the entirg‘ i.pves iga




REPORT
of the

as\ LABORATORY &

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON D.C. February 26, 1947

To: SAC, los Angeles

o Following is the report of the FBI laboretory giving the
results of examinations conducted on evidenoce received from your offices
This report serves to confirm and supplenent the Bureau's wire of February

A 20 1947

. Elwbemvsnort . & ( i John Edgar Hoover, Director
Re: . Informmtion Concerning 1‘(
YOUR FILE “0624928
o FB1 FILE NO. (2=82627

Examination requested by: Addresses us. No-  PS=19260 BN

Reference: Letter 2/13/ 47 h ) : -

. on veq W oroscopic /ID ﬁgq@gnml 92‘:2_6937 —58

F B I
Specimens: 7 2 b -0 -

FESULTS OF EXAMINATIONSt ‘ -

‘
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s ... .  HEARST NEWS;,AP,ERS ) ‘)/‘ o ”ﬁ. TUEN
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TIMES-HERALD BUILDING
Roos 607

- Q;q}}' wmsumcﬁﬂnf.b-c~ » &;vQ/

énuary 23, 1947

o \(} 71(9:3‘

J. Edgar Hoover, Esq.,
Director '

ederal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington,

" Dear Mf. Hoover:

Inclosed is a tearsheet from The Los Angelgg_gxamjne:4.f
in whigh I thought you might be interested. -

' . The_near-miracle which is the FBI's identification
- division was laude@®)in big stories in all our papers in connection
with the Elizabeth Short identification. I presume you are.
. °11PP13880,.:, . . A S IR

appreciated by
- Examiner,

Yours ve

° REW VONK JOURNAL - AMEIMICAN : :
! ogTROI? TINES : SALTIMONE HEWS-POST

98 ANSELRS EXAMINER 77 BATINORE ARERICAN ~ - PITYSSURGH SUN-TELEGRAPN Mmmﬁ_'
wumm mmmmm unmmcum .ll'ﬂ!:l
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation
Nnited States Bepartment of Justice

Los Angeles, California
February 25, 1947

Director, FBI ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

¥
RE: ELIZABETH SUORT
"BLACK DAHLIA" WMURDER IN LOS ANGELES
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Dear Sir:

The manner in which ELIZABETH SHORT's body was dissected has in-
dicated ths possibility that the murderer was a p2rson somewhat experienced in
medical work. The LoS Aingeles Tolice Department has undertaken to develop sus-

pects among the medical and dental schools in the area, as well as among other
students who have anything to do with human anatomy.

The University of Southern California Medical School was reluctant
to tirn over a list of their students to the police department without being
agsured that the names would not be indexed into police or FBI records as sus-—
pects “in the case. This assurance has been given them.

: 1 am enclosing two copies of a list of the, Univ rsity of Southern
California medical students, giving the name, address, Mt dat@ and Army -
or Navy compensation number where known. Those students with "c" numbers are in
school under the G.I. Bill of Rights. It is requested that the Bureau search
these names through the criminal record indices and in the svent any criminal
record is determined for any of these men, a copy is requested to be sent air

mail to this office. l\"

it will be noted that eight names are preceded with an asterisk.
In these cases, if ahfifigerprint card is located for the individual, it is re
quested that a photographic copy of fingerprints be furnished to this office
by air mail as the Los hngeles Police Department Crime Laboratory has compare
the handwriting oftthese individuals with notes received in the case and-has
concluded that there is some similarity and they would like to be able to com~
pare latent fingerprints also. :

I feel that we can be of much assistance to the Los Angeles
Police Department in this case and the Bureau's expeditious attentio t ¢
project will be sincerely appreciated b%WQORDED Y X-fz M& e & o D
At the completion of +5% Bureau's search, it is requested that '
the list be destroyed or returned to the Los Angeles Office. "

S UEb. Je MR '
ANERT ,i";\(l e 37

fv1vel
oA vl |
Re B, HOOD, SAC.

b‘\

"CY gaa DESTROVED s g
- 833 Novig s TSN
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SAC, Los Angeles :  February 28, 1947 -/F

L g2 62140

RECORD L7 3
HCORDED,. 7 ABFTH SHORT 4
WRLACK DAHLIA® YURDER IN 1O ANGELES

PEFSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL | b

1FFPORMATION CONCERNIHG
Your File #62-2928

inern California medical students.

g

Reference is made to vour jetter of February 25, 1947, relative to
e zbove subject matter, enclosiny a 1ist of the nmmes of the University o’
sl ,‘1

In accordarce :ith Yyour resuest inese naaeg OTE beirr searched through
the f1les of the Identification Divisiorn cnd uvon completion o” this zcarch
the results will e furnished to you. At that time the 1ist of nores will be
forwarded to you for avpropriate disposal.

For your ipformation the Identification Division Single Fingerprint
ction %ill compare the vhotograrhic lstent prints which are in their ,

ossession with the records as they sre located.

g)

3

ATR WAIL

&
e




SAC, los Angelos
W,m
FLIZABETH SHORT

smmmnmmmmm

IEFORMATIOR CORCFRHING

yow lettes of Fetzuary 25s 1947

]
mhnitmalmmmmuofawmumrommw
Y s t; wmm'wmm
M&lmlofmmivmly the {odicos
mmcﬁmﬁththcammubiued

CATIONS SECTION
MAILED D
<% MA_RS 1947 P.M.
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66202
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Date recordef1:3-53—4'7 2:00 Pl
' Single Fingerprint Report
ZLIZABETS SWORT Number: €7-22027 -‘7[0

#RLACK DxELIAY URDER I - LOS AHNZEIES
THTORVAT ON CONCERNING

o}
)
A

Case:

Specimens: wvne list of approximately 300 individuals submitted. (.ith copy)
—- it is requested that the fingerorints of t'e individuals listed

in instant letter be comnared with latents previously submitted in this case.

Efamination requested by: SAC, ros Angeles

Date received: 3-5-47 . b".(/

pate of reference communication: £=25=47
Examination requested: Fingerprint g](
Result of exemination: Examination b-

LioF and = %0 I w
e 2aes 272 b

SFP-27
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cebruary 27, 19L7

540, Los Angeles
& Director, =T

IKINE STRIECT
cry2ARTTE SEORT - VICTTH

=
YT
A-Jf-D __R

Reonon, GPGBGRT- Y

Tnclosed 1is 2 transcript of an anonymous comn

] A at the Pureaw which makes reference to the murder of the cap
to the Los Anceles Police Denart

"~ s, You should submit such information
sucn action as tnat agency deams advisavle.

tttached with a copy of this letter {for the 70
script of this anonymous communication whicn al
10 the disappearance of Paile :elden. Tn view of the natur
ion, it is not veiizved advisable for the Doston

2 any investigation on the basis of tais ietter.

. cct Boston (enclosure)

Enclsoure ()

o v

"-/’/ - v 1004 ] ‘.h(v:\

~unication raceived
tioned victim.

ton Field
o eferance
a of e anonymous
Field

A
4

ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN



Daula “eldon tennin-ton, Tarmont disappearsd

~killer
of ®ligzabetn Shord

l.0s Anreles b/L‘/

__

e
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Los Angeles, 13 California

Feb.28,1947
TR /
.John Edgar Hoover, / :
Federal Bureau of Investigation, : _
Washington, D.C. , /
, N R L Y S
- Dear Sirj- — S AT

As you know, the Black Dahlia case has been U
quickly hushed up, and apparently all covered upe. NO b/l

effort was really made 1o bring the culprit to iustice.
His name end his room number_
and all of his ailrty work, are well xnovmn to the police

but the rascal is sti begging
to stay! He was

DO SLC eft by the - by order of the
~gheriff. As for any material evidence being now available,
that is possibly out of the cuestion. For the firemen
and police have been here many times " cleaning" up
after T saw an old mattress being brought
into evnouse here from a truck - markeé M"62 on the
back left corner- on the first of Feb.about I2;30 pem. .
says the firemen have found an enormous
amount .Bf old papers between this house and the next .

- corner restaurant and saloons = =nd that they have been
clearing them out. The strip is only a couple of feet

or so vide and directly under th floor
windows.

TNoW aDOUL these goings—on
3] and tried to evict :
whom they acctised of talking too ch. ey are ost

as kind to as are the police. This was not
NTST orlense. I heard on good -authority
om several source that a woman
who had been with the "0ld Policeman" - as they call
was shoved when drunk from the roof or 4th
loor and taken to the haspital ~ probably the same
ambulance that took the Black.Dahlis. Andther affair
that took place in his room and ed down in a book-
store or Magazine ghop on 5th, ste S
and which was quickly hushed up = -and the store vacated; .
Unow being used to store liquor - was more than suspiciouse.
VI will never forget that poor store-keepex! i *sé q-—f?@? .
b screaming and being suddenly choked stil & vl
11ea chel, ey ¥

I live! The oldrman with the white dog ca
that used to live G vho talked 100 '
this affair, has now disappeared. I am tolddhe iss':lnb

. a hospital from liquor poisoning! 3 c,{
‘, Hoping this information may be of service,

SO




%
;
’

hes desa received cnd I want & shenk you Sor
sating this Insormation cpailuble de-me. The
ngtdey you menticn decd nod cens witdin the

- tmnﬂgnﬂw"jsrudtaﬂu of tita Buresu bus
I om referrisg your cemnents t0 opprepriats

lecal cuthors tfu._

-~

ccs Los Angeles; with two 0o tes of\tncali‘u'p. L
Astendton, SAC: JFer your tnformadion and referrel
$s oppropriate local cuthorisied.

'_Ab’la

YorE: ¥o record on this correspondent located An
general indiced. ' b’l“f .

 — g

NICAT.ONS SECTior & | &

FE(:,ERAL atmu of 'INVESTIGATION
8. A
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STANDARD FORM No. 84

Office Menzorandum «- CNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

to : THE DIRECTOR o | DATE; 1=31=47 . roiso '
M /"//ET‘ 8}:%11
b FROM :

MR. EDi¥. A. TAMH 73
» o Ve ————
usjEcT:  UNENO#N SUBJECT; Ve
ELIZABETHPSHORT = VICTIX N BEr——
"MURIER. F % yrl penningGn__

. % ¥r, Quinn Temn
S i Tele. Room
ir. Nease

e

i { i
vou will recall we addressed o letter to the Socicl’ s imy———
Security 4ddministration requesting their assistance by fur- ————

“"nishing record information in their possession to assist in

locating a suspect in the very viceious murder of Elizabeth Short
wvhich occurred just recently in Californic and has received SO
much publicity. #e are now in receipt of the reply which s @
rather verbose decligggign,bgsedﬁpnhg"regulation prescribed by the
Social Security Board. It is attacheds — .

During the war, Jdocial Security furnished us information
on cases cdirectly concerned with the "successful prosecution of the
war'se You will recall that just recently they wrote to the Attorney
General and stated sinée the President's proclamation terminating
hostilities, this cooperation could now be honored only when we
certify that the case in question grew out of the ware. We
accordingly directed a memorandum to the Attorney General protesting

... the lack of cooperation on the part of Social Security and pointing - -

but that we now have 'cases which are of at least as grave concern

to the security of the country as during the war and asking him to

make every effort to effect arrangements whereby we could secure
this invaluable information.

, There are attached jor your approval a teletype to Los
Angeles advising that Social Security has refused tosfurnish the
information needed by the police and @ memorandum to the Attorney
general advising of this incident to supplement our previous memora )

Attachnen Kso’\’ bj‘/ AN !)1’ BY B

ATGr LASK

N

cec=ir. Ladd
Mr. Rosen



FEDERAL -SECURITY- AG ENCY

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Zone 25

January 31, 1947

Mr. John Edgar Hoover

Director

Tederzl Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Yr. Hoovers: | 51(/

T am replying to your letter of January 28, 1947, which 3
delivered to us, in which you request information from our records
concerning the employment of Elizabeth Short.

The subject of such requests has been praviously discussed with the
Department of Justicej you may recall that early in 1937, your department
requested access to our records for the location of individuals suspected
of criminal acts. At that time, every consideration was given to the
request but because of the Social Security Board!s often-repeated public
pledge that information furnished would be used only for the purposes

of the Social Security Act, and after consulting with other govermmental
agencies, representatives of organized labor, and others, the request
was denied. Since that time we have followed the policy of refusing to
furnish confidential information from our records except for the purposes
of administering the Act. An exception was made, however, in our
agreement whereby your denartment has been furnished information when
such disclosures would be in the interest of the successful prosecution
of the war. '

Supporting this policy Congress, in the 1939 amendments to the Social
Security Act, enacted Section 1106 which provides thst the records of
the Social Security Board (now the Social Security Administration) shall
be regerded as confidentisl and that no disclosures thereof may be made
except_as the Board may by regul ations prescribgse. Regilation I, adopted
in conformity with this statute, prescribes at information may be dis-

closed and to whome .

HaeE

Although I appreciate entirely your desire for such information I regret

that the request, in accordance with this Regulakion, is not one for

which an exception may be made. REBCO 6 2 ;
G2-82637- 43

Sincerely yo!.x’"_‘ = “-’Z‘-

Syed B 7

N , 'b 3 e m's
We Lo MitCheu
Acting Commissioner :




HHead Lauds Exaﬁ*ﬁu‘liner' for Slaying

By RAY RICHARDS

Los Angeles Examine Washington Bureay -

ion in the identi-

ctended to the Los
J. Edgpe
Hoover,
Ioover said:

“«The action of the Los Angeles Examiner in trang-
mitting to the FBI the fingerprints of the unidentified
murder victim was an excellent illustration of coopera-
tion of the press with law enforcement.

Tt ig such cooperation that aids law enforcement
in curbing the increase in crime.”’

Tu & news reloase aunowneing the identifieation late
Last night the '} cave the Los Angeles kK uniner sole
credit for bringi out the {dentification in record {ime.
The release lained that the Examin ating
with the Los Ancoles Police Department. sent the girl’
fingerprints to Washigton over the instantaneou
Photo system of T eernadional News Photos
They were s to the FBUs identif
the Washineton L ean of the Hearst Newspapers, where,
among 101,000,000 ~ -parate fingerprints, they were ydenti
fied ns those of Fhaheth Short, former clerk ina militar
post exeha ip Cooke, Cali

This € iex were enablad to take up

e e

tion seetion by -

{ase Aid

the pursuit of the slayer. au fudividual <o brutal that e hiad
hacked the girl's, face amd torso and ent the body in two.
In the FBIY was cntered
as a sp v identifieation,
wnder exfraordinary civeimnstanees,
Only
fransmit fingerprints by 1el

shingtotn 1 the
meaning one achievel

avely in the past has an attenmpt been node to
W or telephone s and
never g0 sitecessitly as v the e Tizabeth St

PBI officiale <aid the perteet elarity of P s nis-
Son done made it possible for FUL identification exjperts
1o veeonstriet the Blank spors and other defect< s
witored by the dead aivls e o,

e A e e T



FROM DO-T
OFFICE OF DIRECTCR, FEDERAL EUREAU CF INVESTIGATICOR

TO
OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK

Mr. Ladd __________..__
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson _ oo
Mr. Gurnea

o e A

Mr. Barbo -

Mr. Hendon et

Mr. Nease ( .

Miss Gandy T O % worr L
. () o -

See Me '

(
Note and Return __________ (
For Your Recommendation (
What are the facts? (
Remarks:




FROM DO-1
OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TO
OFFICIAL INDILA BELOW BY CHECK MARK

¥Mr. Tolson ________. _____K. ("‘IX/\‘/

Mr. E. A. Tamm

.............

Mr. Clegg o ooooeeeeee - ( )

Mr. Glavin e ()

Mr. Ladd ()

Mr. Nichols .. ()

Mr. Rosen _____ . eemee- - (

Mr. Tracy o ommmemeem= ()

Mr. Carson . ..eeeceeee () JAV\X e

Mr. Gurnea ____...ccee 2 O)

Mr. Harbo o oo () Pwﬁf v

Mr. Hendon . eocceeme— () '

Mr. Nease () s

Miss Gandy __ oo () P %
()

See Me ()

Note and Return ... ( )L N
For Your Recommendatlon( ) b/
What are the facts? () %

Remarks: )
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r-=ice of DirecTor
FEDERAL, .REAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Februgry 1, 1947

In addition to the attached Mr. Tracy
KMemorandum from Mr. Tamm <o - _
Mr. Hoover and the letter from Mr. Egan
Yr. W.L. Mitchell, Acting Commi dWip Gurnes_
sioner of the Social Security M| b
- Administration, ‘is a opy. of. .
ﬁthe “Mémorandum whiéR was sent o "
to the Attorney General per
the Director's instructions.

, Mr. Ne
The wire mentioned in Mr. Tamm' smss ‘Bebm_____
memorandum was sent to SAC‘ Hood sts éand
pursuant to the Director's 5 “
znstructions. - :

.

e A
Mr. Hoover asked that this memorandum and “)

q

~ithe copy of the memorandum to the. Attorney l
g1y :eneral be lef‘t on his desk.r.l__“;_:‘_‘h JARDLED AY
Q : : L ~TRiop” DESR

240

"

-
o

corﬂmmn
A-~Y02é

ED
)
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0y 104

- I/y 05 MAR l 7 bd iiaatel - ae® T mme e

D e IR ,,, ' S
»21 " 342 PM .

CONF WASH 9 AND PHILA 1 FROM LOSA
L/flRECTOR AND SAC, PHILADELRHIA URGENT .. L
UNKNOWN SUBJECT, ELIZABETHéHORT o AKA. }BLACK DAHLIA, VICTIM, 7 =
J1CTIMS MUTILATED BODY FOUND LA JAN. FIFTEEN - ‘;\d“‘:

LAPD INDICATING THAT” m{;'""‘_ﬁ;

INFO CONCERN!NG.
LAST. INFO DEVELOPED BY

—-ASN -
IN TH!S MURDER. AS COOPERATIVE '»1EASURE A
T |S REQUESTED PHILADELPHIA INTERVIEW

ND UNLESS ADVISED TO

COP\TRARY BY BUREAU

o TRANSFERRED FROM

. TWENTYONE;LAST FROW
'SIGNED BY VICTIM ETTY SHOR

J7HO WAS & FRIE“D ®F

MARRTED TO

AND THAT WAS AT THAT TIME L

‘.ND CARD To—SmNE:D BY

. HE STATED HE HAD MARRIED A FORMER \GiRL FRIEND OF_ |
LLYWOOZD RECEIP:[

ING,

WAS HAPPILY. MARR:lE'D AND uvme WlTH ER__: INHO
CARDS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES WAS F)RS‘QMTD\CAT&ON THATGIR

EVER: ASSOCIATEID WITH VICTIM TEL FROM-STATES THAT-

. gFICJ AL }MORN I'NG REPORTS
- Preseal AU
! -M_EAGH _IDAY FROM JAN. ONEHfG—EJ{\N TWENTYaut-C@"?

::J_‘_‘AUTHOR mf%g '




------

e n

: PAGE TWO
i -' ,ﬁg‘ iy - w@‘*

o S :
. CIRCUMSTANCES OF MEETING VlCTlM. \ , ,
AIAGE AND HONEYMOON. RESPENCE AND ALL FRIENDS OR llll!l ACQUAIN
TANCES SHE MAY. HIVE HAD. lRCUMSTANClS SURROUNDING THE WR!T!NG

g ABOVE MENTIONED POST CARDS TO —ALSO WHETHER OR NOT b
VICTIM HA'.D EVER. EXPRESSED FEAR OF ANY ONE T(- IN vnew OF

L 54

o NATION WIDE PUBLIClTY ASCERTAIN vm.ul\ NOT VOLUNTEER

._,.———
. ’ - e et F L

EITHER HIS MARRIAGE TO OR ACQUAINTANCE WITH SHORT, V1 CTIMS.WHERE-. ~

| lABOUTS NOT ACCOUNTED FOR FROM dAN,_ NINE LAST 1 UNTlL HER BADLY
MUTILATED BODY FOUND IN soum END OF LA I\\{EMPTY Lor. ASCERTAIN

FROM —IHEN HE LAST SAW AND HEARD FROM SHORT AND ANY AND

| :ALL INFO THAT MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE IN INSTANT. mmeATm “

SUTEL. mm Rmmsm
HOOD

ENDACK PLS
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84
e

‘Oﬁ‘ice Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVE
- | » | w Y

T i MB. E.A..TAMM .

FROM

ol T e i
S 'OSBORT a..k.a.%hlack Dshlis, Vic‘kgim

o .  YRFORMATION CONCERNING
2 4 M *. ¥r. Quinn Tamm
3T 7 ‘&)Teh Room .

/ S _Baged upon the request which wae made by the Los Angeles Divisionfis seae——
of our rhiladolphig O0ffice to conduct investigation in comnection with tl}e_-———::
nplack Dahlia® cass, 1 called Philadelphia and jnstructed them that upon-the.. . -

basis of.the information available to the Bureau, we aid not desire any additiocnal.
inquiries made in this case. , ' o R AR T

'  The attached wire reflects that the Los Angeles Police Départaen ire
—our cooperation. They have found out through their om inquiries that ‘the victim .
~ in the "Black Dablia® case, Betty Short, was married to one a;i
_ ¢he Army, and although the Army reperts reflect that was present.each day
during the pertinent period, the Los Angeles Police Depar aent still desires that he

be interviewed. : : PRETR T - T

T I [ ot
. ¥We have not conducted any jnvestigation in this case and‘Y do not
ought to emter it at this late date. ,mj_Ph:uadéliahiaOfncoiiae**ﬁstrd”*"
conduct any investigation and unless advised to .the contrary, they will }

. g:pproved, a wire should be sent to our Los Angeles Office advising that
< are to.bs conducted in this case as previously jnstructed and that, of 4
Laboratory facilities are availatle. There is no reason to change these
JT) this time. e TR - ' _ - I
- TH WK We ShoulD

<

SRS



CC-150

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO!
e ‘{ITFD STATES DEPARTMENT -OF JUSTIUS

- - ————

T~: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. HARCH 24, 1947

T} ngmit ‘ohe fol owing m‘fge to: SAC, PHILADELFEIA  URGEL
caDICT IRVESTIGATICR

"3 -
. .:uzmm SHGR?, b, VICTLM, THPCRUATICH CONCERNING.

S m.mam 105 ANGEIES WIRE MARCH THENTICHE

F -
“4\1\,» - OF
OoR”®

COPIES DESTROYED
838 nNovis s

é ; tOSNIUV I i da.
fﬁ&fs G by Wy

R .
<~

el

. Henddn
Penniniton
. Quinn Tamn___
Nease
1ss Gandy,

Per
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'LOUIS, March 24—A blood-
2d pandkerchief and a revised
sfion” which may link 23-year-
‘old MelvIn-Bailey with the mutilation-

der of . - (Black. Dallia)
- ereenmutetolosAngelespo-
lice. today.

The handkerchlef given pouce by
: Bafley, _was -found -yesterday to have
been smned -with-human blood several
"weeks ago. Balley claims it is Miss
‘ 8hort’s handkerchief and her blood and
that he carried-it.as ‘a “keepsake”
after slashing and ‘cutting her body
in two with an eight inch Marine
combat_knife,

TO CHECK BLOOD S'I‘AINS

Bailey, who made his first confes-
sion March 18, changed his statement
adding more details to the -gruesome
story he told of mytilating the girl:
body beeause she refused to accom-

pany him from,lns‘-Aageles to 8t
- Louis, -

His new statement did not eon-ect. the

" original discrepancy.in the dates, - Miss
: S8hort’s body was found January 15,

andpouoesaldshowasdeadlesstha.n

. 12 hours. Bailey claims he killed the

girl January 13. -
Los Angeles police. will attemp§ to

 determine i the blood on the hahd-

kerchief is the ‘same: type as
Miss Short. . -
- Balley said on-- the night of

uary 12 he and Miss Short bega.n a
round of nightclubs. She drank liquor,
he said, while he consumed benzedrine

and coffee “for a lift.”

tookadrlveinastolenauto. During
the .ride, he said, they a.rgued about
the St. Louis trip.

-BURNED HIS. ct.om:ma :

Ba.ney said he swpped the car along
the Long B ;road near the shore.
After more arguments, he knocked Miss
Short unconscious and carried her
body down to the beach, slashed her
repeatedly across the breasts, abdomen

.:.;dgroln.andthencut.herbodyin

WASHINGT% NEWS

Page___ _—

-| her skin.
Later, Bailey said, he and Miss Short

"-',l‘herehexoundavmtlot- 3
| placed the body, putting a white flower:

Mr. 10rsva
e g/ A. Tamm!
i legg
Coffey ___ __

Glavin_____

Mr. Ladd
. Mr. Nich@
/[DML Rosen

“+ Mr. Tracy ___ -
Mr. Carson ___
Mr. Egan
Mr. Hendon ___
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Ta

Mr. Nease

Miss Gan

o e st My

eral times and returning to s_ A

Balley said he’ retumed vo Jos
geles -and drove around untll he,,
reached the intersection of -a-¥ra
broad street” and Santa Birbargl

from her- hair ‘into her hands. ="
Later that morning, Bailey gald Thes
went to San Francisco and obtairied )
an’auto ride to St. Louls. He ‘sald he
burned his blood-soaked clothing neaz
Oklshoma City, but did not remember:
what he had done with the gid’s

clothing.
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~ cc-150
FEDERAL BUREAU OF _INVESTIGATION
-1 TED STATES DEPARTMENT_ QF JUSTI(
Iy
To: co ICAgO&S‘ ﬁgcnon 3/18/47
Transmit the followu[g message to: OSAC, LOS ANGELES URGENT bqf/
'-'UPDE‘ 2 OF ZLIZASET. 3uRT, 254, SLACE DaiLiL, iNFO CONCEZIING, 2ZTEL VARCH

~IGATEINTH. FILES CF THE AGO n«mm.,* wsi G
& remLzs T
S R,

- e — 15 TILs REFLECTS 4

LETTER DATEL NOVEXBER TiLFTi, FORTY 3.:%, FRG TiR JORCGRASL: DANILL Jo FLOCD,

THSIR OF CONGRESS, RIZUSSTING Ti-Z COOPIZR{ TION OF TUZ VAR LEP EET o TE

TRZSFR c?—
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